COVER STORY

Colors That Tell
Stories

With a bold vision and a touch of childlike inspiration, Hermann Fischer laid
the foundation in the 1980s for a family business that today stands
internationally for green innovation. For over 40 years, the company Auro
has been producing ecological wall paints in Braunschweig.

11" a day in 1583,
These-year-old Astrd i$
playing with her dolls Wiebe
and Aurc, Papa Hermann is
Fitting wary chose 1o har, He (s
drawing the outlines of a
podenilal future company

] o e and
pondering a name far the
COMMPAcTy Fié wants o found. A
company that will produce
wall painds from renewable
raw materials. From plants
Aweay from petrolesm, which
% fimite anywey, Away from

L coloes, Towands mane

f e, more sustainability,
Sl Dowands colons and oils
that do not contain toxins, a5
il Lhee case in the B804, And
since somesfing Woe i L
not available in Germany at
ihat time

E LIDN PARENTS
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there could only be one
sobution for the chemist
Do it yourself.

The T2ear-old remembers,

What it was like when he went

o the then boss of the
Wialvisrz Birewery because b
wanbed the vacant company
Busiding an Alte Frankfurter
Stralfie a5 a production fagility.
“Thie man was in

aunscivesg a1 Chat time a
phéncmienan, & true Grand
Salgnewr.” Hie himsell was
e & "NMtEred Chemistry
Fudent.” Nevertheleds, he
got the building,

Indtially for rent, because
there was No moncy.
Hiwaenwer, It waaldn't be lang
befone he could buy the
building. Because his colors
were practically snatched ou
ol his hands.




It was apparently exactly the
right product at the right
tirne. A time in which there
was a real construction boom.
But also & time in wheth
paints and building materisk
were used that were harmiul
o health. Formaldebyde,
Endane, asbesios, DDT. The
Oical house scandal, "People
wansed to have thair own
harme, Bul they did e want 1o
lve in houses that made
ihem sick,” Fischer recalls

Sustainability for
the children's
room

The fact that Aufd anly
uses ingredients from
renewable raw materials is
described by Fscher as an
ot of ernandipation. "This
makes you indépendent,
eomplesely different from
when you manufacture
products based on
patrokeam,”

In the meantime, Someond
else, Edwin Hribek, has
taken over the
management at Auro.
However, Hermann Fischer
is still active in an advisory
capadcity for the cormpany.
Specifically, the experienced
businessman is consulted
on urgent questions, such
as exploding raw material
prices. His family halds the
majority of the company’s
shares. Specifically, that
means: the Fischer couple,
thedr four chitdren and the
10 grandchildren. Aura is
and should remain a family
business. | constantly
receive inquiries from

warren, IMBSTONS wWitd Want 1 buy
Darius the company, but we don't
Smkoz weant that. That doesn't fit

our company philosophy,”
Fischer says firmly.

Aur's products have long since
bt sold pot only in Germany.
Bt in rrumrToUs couniries
argund the world. The first
COURRT IS wine Ausria and
Swatzeriand. One of the most
IPOFLEnL ORI ies it Japan, Says
Fischar, AL firgL P wias surprisad
bry this, but he explains it with the
oreds austhelic swareness of the
Japanese. TJust ibe way they pack
& giEL That's 81" Fives Fischer,
Wit P DN Lo Japan frequantly
in the meantime. Although he is
Fro bonger in the operatie
Business - the 72-year-old is ot
Bored. In addithon to i Lrge
Rarnily, bkt b5 Bsusy with his
long-standing commitment io the
Mt huliad (Nabu ) 1
which hils wife and he have given
4 gererous package of thares. in
addiion, Fischer travels angured
the workd and haolds lectures on
developments in the ecclogical
il o |5 called in a5 & corsultant
for ather medum-sized
companies that need eioeing in
the area of sustainabiiity.

Bectures on divelopmenis in
the ecological field or is called

i as & consukant dor other

vedium-sized companies that

need tutoring In the ares of
sustainability.

Credibility is the
most important
currency "1 hardly
know any area in
which sustainability
& lived and practiced
as much as here,"
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Jirecity fram

P erthisses, This does not
hive Lo mean that you bear
dawir & compady fram todsy
ko Eemarrow and throw all
principles overboard, says
Figcher, but: The
uncondticnal desre to lead
the companies into a mene
sustainabie future ks
roticrabie,

In general, credibility is the
most mportant curmency in
the area of the future wability
of companies,
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FEATURE STORY

Fischer is convinced. He
fownded the company at a
timee when such products did
noL yeL exist in Germany.
Times have changed:
meanwhile, words b
sustanatility and scobogy ane
of Everyant's lips.

Auiro, wys Fischer, did nat
follow a trend. Rather,
companses kioe Auro ersured

ﬂ LIGN PARENTS

that the trend even emerged,
The compary has now. a little
ower 40 years after its
Foursding. been awarded the
GEfman Sustainability Pride.

A the thing vith the
company name? That's
basically already boan tohd,
A% 1551 thiere and heard

my daughter say the doll's
nam,

I thought: That's the
perfect nama.”
Euphonious and short,
also easy Lo pronaunce
in every language. After
ower 40 years, Fischer is
sl hapw with this
name, “which no
‘rarketing geek’ had a
hand in, An innocEnt
name that a chikd
invenied.”

Linthe Astrid is no longer lictke.
She now |ves in Copenhagen
with her husband and
daughters. None of the
Fischer children have
(edlzrwsnd in thsir fathess
Teptsteps. The Fischer couple
didin’t want that either. They
preferred that their chifdren
g1 T cvm wanys and that
family celcbrations weren't
Just about Aure.



TWO
QUESTIONS
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Colors & Healthy Living in the

M. Schrader, what 1 shades
are best sured for children's
rooma? In the children's
raom, an almasphere shauld
be created that conmys
security and simulianeously
promotes creathvity, Light
pasted shades have an
irrvitineg and calming effest,
wehille strong colors are best
wsed cnly a5 sooents, Wanm
nuances sich as soft pellow,
delicae pink or creary
pastels creste a friendly
amospherns, Pastel gresn
has a balancing effect and
light blue supports the
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Nursery

BY JAMINA BUSSE

Relaxation. It is important
that the design remaing
Mexibbe - & harmonious basic
tone can be easily sdapted to
the age and interests of the
child, And of course, the child
should have a say in the
cholce of colors - this creates
& racm in which every child
feels really cominmatle.

-

it should you pay

Tention towhen chaosing
wall paints for the children's
room? Expecially in the
children’s room, heakthy Iving
plays a crucial role. The walls
should be painded with colors

that are free of harmiul
SUbSIANCES, koW in emisSions
and bresthable. Particularky
recommended are paints
based on natural ingredients
o méneral Bme paints, which
promote a healthy indoor
climate due to their
apen-pored struciure.
Parents should pay attention
o the recipe and origin of the
raw materials - ideal are
PAINES with Aatural
ingredients, free of synithetic
soheents and plasticizers, This
creates a reom in which
childnen can play, sheep and
grow up carefree,
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